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Box No. I Basis of the report 



□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55,2 andtor 55.3) 

^' ^llt^^^^^V^ the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (repfacement sheets which 
r^nn^tT^^^^^ rece/wA7ff O^ce in response to an invitation under Anide 14 Z^^^^ 

report as onginally filed' and are not annexed to this report): 'ciwf t?u lu in mis 

Description, Pages 

as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 
1-7 



as originally filed 



Drawings, Sheets 

^^^^ as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing andfer any related tabie(s) . see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetS/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

^' P ^ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this reewrl and listed below 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

- □ the sequence listing Cspec//y;: , 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If Item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may he marked "superseded, « 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such st^ement '"v^nuve siep o r inaustriai 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-7 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-7 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-7 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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International application No. 
PCT/EP2004/0Q5497 



1) Document US-A-6188046 discloses (cf. col. 2. line 62 - col. 3. line 21; figures) a 
l<ettle assembly comprising all the constructional features of independent claim 1 
except the lid comprising a hinge. The attention of the applicant is drawn to the fact 
that said assembly is considered suitable for soup, even if said purpose is not 
mentioned in the cited document. 

2) However, a lid comprising a hinge has been employed for the same purpose. I.e. in 
order that the compartments can be opened separately, in document 
WO-A-00/49924. It would therefore be obvious to the person skilled in the art, to 
apply this feature with con-esponding effect to the kettle assembly according to 
document US-A-6188046, thus arriving at a kettle assembly according to 
independent claim 1. The subject-matter of independent claim 1 does not involve 
therefore an inventive step in the sense of Article 33(3) PCT. 

3) Dependent claims 2-6 do not appear to contain any additional features which, In 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements 
of the PCT with respect to inventive step. In particular: 

Claims 2, 4: see US-A-6188046; 

Claim 5: see EP-A-63822, page 3, lines 11-13; 

Claims 3, 6: obvious constructional details. 

4) Taking into account the fact that the kettle assembly according to claims 1-6 is 
considered as not being inventive, the subject-matter of independent process claim 7 
is considered as being obvious. 



PCT/Separate SheeV409 (Sheet 1) (EPOOanuaiy 2004) 



